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Dear AYC supporters and alumni,
 
This newsletter should arrive at your home or inbox in the week before Thanksgiving.  Please 
know that everyone at AYC is thankful for you.  Without our youth volunteers and their par-
ents, without adults training our youth, and without our donors, AYC would not exist.  You are 
AYC, and we are thankful to have you.
 
Did you join us at our open house in September?  Our youth volunteers put on mock hear-
ings for the public.  I attended and was blown away by their professionalism.  It was obvious 
to anyone who was watching that our youth volunteers put a great deal of effort into creating a 
meaningful diversionary experience for each defendant.
 
You can read about the open house and more in this newsletter.  Since the last Gavel, our youth 
volunteers participated in a trial training with law students and held their ground, they met 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor during her visit to Anchorage, and they participated in a bill signing 
with Governor Walker.  At the same time, they kept youth court running, swore in new mem-
bers, and participated in several trainings to hone their skills.
 
Also in the Gavel, we provide an alumni spotlight so you can learn more about what our former 
volunteers are up to after having served their community through youth court.  Elias’ update 
on page eight is especially warming.  I hope his story encourages you to help us mold the next 
generation of youth court volunteers and consider AYC when making your year-end donations.
 
We don’t share stories about former defendants very often, and when we do, they’re anony-
mous.  As you know, juvenile proceedings, youth court included, are confidential.  Our great-
est success is that no one would ever suspect that someone went through AYC as a defendant.  
Occasionally, our board members, staff, and parents receive comments from other adults that 
their son or daughter went through youth court, or even that they themselves went through the 
program, followed by comments about how great the program is and what a positive influence 
it had on them. 
 
We’ve started a monthly Mission Moment email in which we share a touching anecdote or 
photos with supporters via email.  If you aren’t receiving it or other emails from us, send us an 
email at info@anchorageyouthcourt.org asking to subscribe.
 
Happy Thanksgiving,
 
Chris Wyatt
Co-Chair, AYC Board of Directors



AYC Welcomes Sarah Morrison to the Board of Directors

Fall Gavel 2016....page 2

Sarah Morrison is our newest board member.  
She works as a Budget Analyst for the Alaska 
Mental Health Trust Land Office. Sarah has 
a Bachelors of Business Administration in     
Economics from the University of Alaska 
Anchorage, and has worked for multiple State 
of Alaska agencies as an analyst including the 
Department of Commerce, the Department 
of Health and Social Services, and the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. 

Sarah places tremendous value on her              
community and wanted to invest in it’s future 

through supporting youth development.  She feels extremely fortunate to serve 
AYC and have the opportunity to make a difference.  Welcome Sarah!
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A Special Thank You...
We would like to thank J. Brian Gross and Kelly Taylor for their service on 
the Board of Directors.  Brian is moving to Texas for his job and Kelly just            
completed her 6 year commitment to the board.  You both will be missed!

Congratulations to our newest AYC members.  We welcomed two classes 
of members into AYC this summer.  A special thank you to Judge Pamela    
Washington, Anessa Ferro, Emily Waters, and Denise Wike for teaching the 
classes and Judge Catherine Rogers for swearing in the June class.  The next 
AYC classes will begin January 2017.

June Class

July Class



Anchorage Youth Court members and staff were honored with the opportuity to meet Vic Fischer at the Justice Sotomayor event.  Mr. Fischer was a delegate to 
Alaska’s State Constitutional Convention.  
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Anchorage Youth Court members had the opportunity to attend two events while Justice Sonia Sotomayor was in town: 
a Girl Scouts’ event and a public event held at the Dena’ina Center.   It was a wonderful opportunity and left a lasting 
impression on youth members who attended.

“Instead of sitting on the stage, Justice Sotomayor walked around the             
auditorium and shook hands with many people, including the AYC 
members at the event. Her contagious passion to help others through 
the judiciary and to connect with people, inspired me to think of ways in 
which I can do likewise at AYC. It was truly an honor for her to come to 
Anchorage!” 
John Jones, AYC Bar Association President

“Meeting Justice Sonia Sotomayor was absolutely incredible, not just             
because she is a Supreme Court Justice, but because she seemed like a 
down-to-earth human being. She really put into perspective how anyone 
can succeed in life despite barriers or obstacles if they work hard and never 
lose sight of their goal.” 
Sarah Chen, AYC Executive Board Treasurer

“It was the most inspiring part of my young adult life, getting to meet a 
legend whom I idolize.” 
Anessa Feero, AYC Publicity Liaison

“Meeting Justice Sonia Sotomayor was a great experience that I will always remember. I got to ride in the elevator up with 
her to the third floor and I explained what AYC is and what we do. She seemed really interested and it was fun to hear 
about her experience in the courtroom and some of her achievements. I was amazed by how accomplished she was and 
knowing I want to go into law myself, it was really great to hear what she had to say about her experience. It was definitely 
something I’ll never forget and I’ll always be glad I had the chance because I know that most people don’t get that kind 
of opportunity. I’ll always be grateful for the chance to meet her.  I hope I’ll get to meet her and her fellow justices again.”
Bernice Lloyd, AYC Member

Local girls listen to Justice Sotomayor at a special Girl Scout event.

Justice Sotomayor Event



The University of Wyoming College of Law held a Trial Institute at UAA in June.  Several second year law students from 
the University of Wyoming and six AYC members participated in the two week course.  The institute taught several skills 
including how to conduct both direct and cross examinations, how to successfully admit exhibits into evidence, and how 
to make sustainable objections.

Highlights of the course included daily visits, lectures and Q&A sessions with members of the Anchorage legal community, 
and a morning where the law students practiced jury selection with a group of about 30 AYC members and their families.

The class concluded with each youth member presenting a historical trial of their choosing and the law students acting as 
attorneys (with youth members playing witnesses) in civil and criminal mock trials presided over by local judges.
Brynn Morse, AYC Board of Directors

University of Wyoming College of Law Trial Institute

A Note From Professor Steve Easton of the University of Wyoming Law School

The Anchorage Youth Court students were a vital and wonderful part of our Alaska Summer Trial Institute. All of them 
were bright, articulate, very capable of handling the stress of courtroom work, and fun. Our AYC students went toe to 
toe with our law students in direct and cross-examination exercises and represented their clients well. After one exercise, 
one of our volunteer faculty members told one of our law students (who was quite strong himself, as were his law school 
colleagues) that an AYC student had “gotten the better of him.” That is quite an accomplishment for someone who has 
not yet been to college, let alone law school!

We value our partnership with AYC and we hope it will continue in coming years. Also, I very much hope to see some 
(or all!) of the AYC alums from the 2016 Summer Trial Institute in law school at the University of Wyoming a few years 
from now. They will make fine lawyers, or fine members of whatever profession they decide to pursue. The AYC program 
is a real treasure, and its students are treasures, too!

The law class was something I would love to do 
again. I have never done anything like it and it was a 
great experience.  Not only did we get to watch mock 
trials, but we got to take part in them and see what it 
would really be like. I had a lot of fun and Mr. Easton 
was an great teacher. 

We did all kinds of exercises and really got to see 
every aspect of participating in a trial and learning 
all the different parts and pieces that go into one. It 
was different having the perspective of a witness, a 
prosecutor, and a defense attorney because you nev-
er think about what’s going through their mind, but 
when you’ve been in that position it’s easier to un-
derstand where that person is coming from.   I think 
that my experience with AYC helped me in being 
the prosecutor and defense attorney because I had 
already had some experience.

I loved the class and I hope that it will be available 
next summer because I would love to do it again. I 
can’t wait to see what college and law school are like, 
but from my experience with this class I know it will 
be fun.
Bernice Lloyd, AYC Member

The Trial Training Camp was the highlight of my summer. It was 
very informative and entertaining. Steve Easton was a wonderful 
teacher and I really enjoyed meeting all the law students from the 
Wyoming Law Institute. All in all, I learned a lot and became much 
more interested in law.
Sarah Chen, AYC Executive Board Treasurer

I, as expected, leaned a lot about trials.  I learned about the rules 
of evidence and how to question witnesses.  I think I learned most 
about how to represent someone to a jury and how to act durning a 
trial, since our bodily expressions affect the preception of a jury.
Anessa Feero, AYC Publicity Liason
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Participants of the Law Trial Institute



Donate an item/service or create a themed basket.  This is a great way to support
AYC! Theme ideas: fishing, gardening, game night, pets, cooking, health/beauty,
coffee, or tea…the list could go on!

Live auction item  Do you own a condo or vacation home you would lend for a
weekend?  Or maybe you know someone who is a fishing guide or pilot.  Do you
know an artist who would like to donate a piece of artwork?  

Gavel Games is AYC's largest fundraiser of the year and it's right around the corner!
Thanks to BP's support, 100% of funds raised will go directly back to AYC's juvenile
diversion program.  Last year we packed the house and raised just over $30,000!  Mark
your calendar for this exciting event as teams go head to head to see who will take top
honors.

GAVEL GAMES
Anchorage Youth Court's

An Evening of FUNdraising for AYC

TRIVIA, FOOD, AUCTION, & MORE!

Save the D
ate!

FRIDAY, MARCH 3, 2017
Tickets on Sale January 2017  |  $50 per person  |  $200 Team of 4

If you have an item to donate, stop by the office anytime Monday  Thursday, 10 am  7 pm.

Questions? Please contact Anchorage Youth Court at 2745986.

Silent & Live Auction Donations Needed

Interested in Sponsoring a Team?
Visit www.anchorageyouthcourt.org/gavel_games.html



What’s  Happening At AYC

Anchorage Youth Court members took 
advantage of two recent in-service days to  receive 
additional training. 

On Friday, October 21, several members trained 
to be attorneys and judges for pre-teen court 
cases.  Pre-teen court is for younger defendants 
(as young as age eight). Since defendants in pre-
teen court are too young to do community work 
service, they are sentenced to do work service for 
their families and to spend time building develop-
mental assets. Developmental assets are classified 
as research based positive experiences and quali-
ties that influence young people’s developement, 
helping them to  become caring, responsible and 
productive adults. 

The following Friday, October 28th, several mem-
bers participated in a training on preparing and 
presenting sentencing recommendations. At the 
end of the training, the members each prepared a 
mock sentencing recommendation and presented 
it to the group in the courtroom.

Below are a few quotes from those who have come out of the AYC experienced, educated, en-riched, and restored.

“This experience affected my life and made me make better choices in my life because of how it affected my community 
when I broke the law.”

“I will never shoplift in my life again...There is never a time to say ‘it doesn’t hurt any-one’ because it actually does.”

“I feel that Youth Court was a positive infuluence on [my daughter] and I believe it to be an excellent program.  I hope 
you continue to empower our youth to explore the legal system all the while deterring others that find themselves on the 
opposite end of the legal system.” 
Parent of Youth Who Completed AYC Sentance

M aking a  Difference



APD Officer Lars Tulip and APD K9, Alex visited the the Service AYC class taught by Sarah Park and Luba Bartnitskaia.  
Officer Tulip presented a K9 demonstration to the class.

Thank you to everyone who 
came to this year’s open house on 
September 13.  We enjoyed opening 
our doors to the community and 
sharing what we do.



DONATE TO ANCHORAGE YOUTH COURT

I want to help AYC continue its mission to reduce juvenile 
crime and make a positive impact on our community.

Donation:  $100 ___   $50 ___  $25 ___  Other _______

Donor Name: _________________________________

Phone Number: _______________________________

Mailing Address: ______________________________

City, State, Zip: _______________________________

Visa  Mastercard  Discover

Credit Card #: ________________________________

Name on Card: _______________________________

Experation Date: ______________ CVC Code: ______

Please send completed form to: 
AYC, PO Box 100359, Anchorage, Alaska 99510

Anchorage Youth Court is a 501(c)(3) Non Profit.
Tax ID #92-012-9615

I joined Anchorage Youth Court in the spring of 2002 as an 8th grade home school student. I joined because I knew several 
people that had gone through the program as attorneys or judges.  They said it was a great program to learn from and you 
could meet a lot of new people. The week after I took the bar exam, I signed up to be a bailiff. The week after that I signed up 
for my first case as a defense attorney. 

I still remember that first case. It was a simple shoplifting case but it seemed like much more to me. From that point on I 
signed up for as many cases as I could. In August 2002 I started at Dimond High School as a Freshman and my experience 
with AYC helped to smooth my transition from home school to public. Eventually I transitioned to being a judge and in my 
senior year was elected to Assistant Chief Judge as well as the Board of Directors. I had previously been appointed as AYC’s 
representative to the UYCA board. Each of these positions helped me to learn management techniques that I still use today. 

I graduated from Dimond in 2006 and enrolled at UAA as a Mechanical Engineering student. While at UAA I worked       
several different jobs both on and off campus. AYC prepared me to step up and be a leader and take charge. AYC taught me 
many things that I would not have learned otherwise: the importance of a first impression including dress and a firm hand-
shake, the skill of public speaking, the skill of being a leader, and perhaps most important, self-confidence. Having these 
skills made college and then work much easier. 

I eventually realized that Engineering was not the path that I wanted to take with my career so I graduated with an                          
Associate’s degree and went to work for Northrim Bank in Facilities Maintenance. While I never intended to become a        
lawyer, my experience with AYC in many ways prepared me for the future more than any schooling could have. AYC is 
known as a second chance for troubled youth but it is also helps to prepare youth, on both sides of the table, to give back to 
the community. This is perhaps the most important aspect of AYC.

Alumni  Sp otlight -  Elias  Wilterding

Support AYC
by shopping through these retailers

Support AYC by linking your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to 
AYC's NonProfit #84507. 

Shop at smile.amazon.com and they will donate  .5% of eligible
purchases back to AYC.  You can use your Amazon account to
sign in.  Your first visit to AmazonSmile you can select AYC as
your charitable organization. 

Every flower arrangement purchased
through Bagoy's website can result in
$2 going back to AYC.  Simply select
AYC on the Helping Hands menu on
the order page.

Shop at PartyCraft and mention AYC's
name at checkout and 5% of your
purchase will go back to AYC.



Youth volunteers from Anchorage Youth Court and Mat Su Youth Court joined Alaska Governor Bill Walker at the bill 
signing ceremony for SB 165 on July 6.  By making all minor consuming alcohol (MCA) cases violations, the law helps youth 
learn from their mistakes while safeguarding their dreams for the future. 

This law changes how MCA cases are handled in Alaska.  Previously, MCAs were in a legal grey area—they were both         
violations and crimes.  The way they were handled had the adverse consequence of creating a public record of a mistake for 
juveniles.  SB 165 fixes those problems while ensuring there are enforceable and appropriate consequences. 

Special thanks to Recover Alaska, Senator Micciche, and Governor Walker for including youth courts in this important day!

WHY is SB 165 Important to Youth Courts?
By removing the underage drinking cases from CourtView, this new underage statute helps youth learn from their 
mistakes.  Also, by continuing to allow teen underage drinkers to divert their cases to Youth Courts or other community 
based diversion programs such as Circle Programs, this new statute supports each community’s grass roots efforts to ad-
dress the MCA issue with restorative justice principles that build on the teen’s strengths, often guided by their own peers.

Photo Courtesy of Alaska Govenor Bill Walker’s Facebook Page

SB 165  Signing

AYC members with Senator Micciche and Diane Kaplan from 
the Rasmuson Foundation.

Govenor Walker with AYC members during the SB 165 signing.
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Over $100,000
Municipality of Anchorage

$50,000 - $99,999
State of Alaska Department of Health 
& Social Services, Division of Juvenile 
Justice

$10,000 - $49,999
BP
Gordon Pospisil & Blythe Marston
United Way of Anchorage

$5,000 - 9,999
Anchorage Bar Association - Young 
Lawyers Section*
The Alaska Community Foundation

$1,000 - $4,000
Anchorage Bar Association
Anchorage Police Dept. Employees As-
sociation
Clapp, Peterson, Tiemessen Thorsness 
& Johnson, LLC
Reed Packer
Pew Charitable Trusts
Susan Ross
Catherine Richter
Stoel Rives LLP
James Torgerson & Morgan Christen
Jeff Watters
Wells Fargo

$500 - $999
Marie Allen
Ronald Baird
BDO
Birch, Horton, Bittner and Cherot
BP Foundation, Inc.
Brown’s Electric Supply Co., Inc.
Catapult Consulting
GCI
Foley, Foley & Pearson, P.C.
Petter Jahnsen
Richard Jobe
Michael Kail
Cassandra Kosinski
Peter Maasen
Perkins Coie
Richmond & Quinn
Sedor, Wendlandt, Evans, & Filippi

Thomas, Head & Greisen, PC
Ukpeagvik Inupiat Corporation
Jeffrey Watters
Robin Warfield

$250 - $499
Big Dipper Construction Inc.
Landye Blumstein
Marie Evans
Myron Fanning
Bobby Jefts
Alexander Joannides
Tim Lewis
Susan November
Dale Sherman
Snow City Café

Up to $249
Amazon Smile
Anonymous Donors
Denise Anthony
Atkinson, Conway & Gagnon, Inc.
Ashburn & Mason, P.C.
Tracy Blevins
Davanh Brown
G. Brian Busey
Victor Carlson
Kelly Cavanaugh
Jinglei Chen
Dalle Molle Daniel
Davis Wright Tremaine, LLP
Stephen & Marivern Easton
Andrea Elconin
Nancy Eliason
Monica Elkinton
Robert Erwin
Joseph Evans
Kroger
Rhonda Fehlen-Westover
Marla Greenstein
Leonard Gumport
Sam Hall
Steven Hall & Amy Steffian
Russell & Jacquelin Hanks
Robert Harris
Richard Helm
Richard Helms
Ross Herbert
Daniel Hickey
Paul Honeman
Roger Hudson

Gina Ireland-Kelly
Tina Johnson-Harris
Renata Hoskins
John Jones
Andrew Jordan
William Kakel
Amrit Kaur Khalsa
Law Office of Gavin Kentch, LLC
Ravnit & Francis Lachapelle
Peter Lekisch
Shane Levesque
Robert Loeffler
Nell Loftin
Susan Magee
David Mannheimer
David Marquez
Debbie McBride
James McCarrey
Amy McFarlane
Kassondra Munoz
Russell Nogg
PEO Sisterhood Chapter E
Lisa Phillips
Robert Pittman
Zoya Ponomareva
John Raforth
Mildred Renkert
Sally Rue
Todd Young Law Firm
A. William Saupe
Rachael Shaw-Rosenbaum
Michael Smith
Marilyn Stack
Catherine Stevens
The Morrison & Foerster Foundation
Herman Walker
David Walsh
Mark Wiggin
Denise Wike
Donna Willard
Deborah Williams

IN KIND DONATIONS
$1000 - $2500
Alaska Airlines

$500 - $1000
Alaska Railroad Corporation
Holland America Line & Princess Cruises
Irene Tresser, Chris Brown, Helena 
Hall, & Mike Grisham

Thank You to 2016  Supp orters                (as  of  11/8/16)



The Dome

$100 - $499
Alaska Functional Fitness
Alaska Industrial Hardware
Alaska Wholesale Bakery LLC, dba: 
Donors Continued....
Illusions Food Company
Anchorage Bucs Baseball Club, Inc
Anchorage Concert Association
Anchorage Yoga & Cycle
Better Health Chiropractic &        
Physical Rehab
Bosco’s
CIRI Alaska Tourism Company
Matt Collins
Zack Fields
Firetap Ale House O’Malley
Food Services Of America
Frontier Hangar Group, LLC
Great Harvest Bread Company
Carol Koford

Moose a la Mode
Moose’s Tooth
Perfectionist Auto Sound
Phenom Meals
Terri Stinnett Photography
The Clothesline Consignment
Trek Store of Anchorage
UAA Justice Center
Emily Waters

Up to $100
AK Starfish Co.
Alaska Bead Company
Alaska Mill and Feed
Alaska Railroad
Alaska SeaLife Center
Anchorage True Value Hardware
Busy Beans
Chair 5
China Garden
Crostini
Dharma Hot Yoga

Dinos Donuts
Dos Manos Gallery
Fromaggio’s Artisan Cheese
Get Air
Golden Donuts
Grassroots Fair Trade
H2Oasis
Richard Helms
Jewel Lake Tastee-Freez
Kaladi Brothers
Middle Way Cafe
MVP Sports Deli & Eatery
Rebecca Koford
Red Robin Alaska, Inc.
Senator Dan Sullivan’s Office
Sevigny Studio & Alaskan Art
Spenard Roadhouse
Suite 100 Restaurant
The Flying Dutchman Pastry Shop
Wild Scoops

Thank you to all of our Pick.Click.Give. donors!  This year Alaskans donated $4125 to Anchorage Youth Court.  
We thank you for your generosity!
Jennifer Alexander
Sonja Amundsen
Khafani Amundson
Heather Aronno
Trevor Bailly
Debra Baldwin
Deena Bradley
Davanh Brown
Kathleen Chamberlain
Katie Cueva
Robert Donohue Boyer
Edwin Doody
Harriet Drummond
William Fields
Alexandra Foote-Jones
Robert Foote-Jones
Sally Gibert
Steven Hall
Abigail Hanley
Joshua Heppner

Elayne Hunter
William Hurr
Jeanine Huston
Linda Johnson
Lisamarie Johnson
Jennifer Johnston
Rebecca Judd
Dana Kelly
Carol Koford
Joseph Koford
Rebecca Koford
Robert Kosinski
Kristin Lanz
Sophia Lee
Sharon Leon
Nell Loftin
Haley Loper
Lindsay Lutes
Theodore Madsen
Cynthia Maxwell

Tristan Maxwell
Henry Mildon
William Mooney
Sean Murphy
Heather Nobrega
Lawrence Norton
Carl Propes
Ryan Roberts
Michael Sims
Whitney Sutton
Mark Thomas
Brianna Tittle
Brad Waughtal
Sheila Waughtal
Denise Wike
Khalial Withen
Kathleen Worthley
Karen Zeman
Anonymous Donors
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